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HYMN— #226—To Your Temple I Draw Near
STAND
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
OH, TASTE AND SEE
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M: Let us pray.
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. By his resurrection
to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Acts 2:14a, 36-47 (EHV)
14
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them:
36
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Christ.”
37
Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles,
“Gentlemen, brothers, what should we do?”
38
Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your children and
for all who are far away, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
40
He testified solemnly with many other words and was appealing to them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
crooked generation.”
41
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand people were added.
42
They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of the bread,
and to the prayers. 43Awe came over every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.
44
All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45They were selling their possessions and property
and were distributing the proceeds according to what anyone needed.
46
Day after day, with one mind, they were devoted to meeting in the temple area, as they continued to break
bread in their homes. They shared their food with glad and sincere hearts, 47as they continued praising God and being
viewed favorably by all the people. Day after day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
PSALM

Psalm 67

Refrain
May God be gracious to us and bless us*
and make his face shine upon us;
may your ways be known on earth,*
your salvation among all nations.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,*
for you rule the peoples justly
and guide the nations of the earth.
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Refrain
Then the land will yield its harvest,*
and God, our God, will bless us.
God will bless us,*
and all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON
1 Peter 1:17-21 (EHV)
17
If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each person, conduct yourselves
during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 18because you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of
life handed down to you from your forefathers, not with things that pass away, such as silver or gold, 19but with the
precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was chosen before the foundation of the world but
revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within us while he
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia. (Luke 24:32)

STAND

GOSPEL

Luke 24:13-35 (EHV)
Now, on that same day, two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about all of these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and
discussing this, Jesus himself approached and began to walk along with them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” Saddened, they stopped.
18
One of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have happened there in these days?”
19
“What things?” he asked them.
They replied, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet, mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be condemned to death. And
they crucified him. 21But we were hoping that he was going to redeem Israel. Not only that, but besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things happened. 22Also some women of our group amazed us. They were at the tomb
13
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early in the morning. 23When they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of
angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb. They found it just as the
women had said, but they did not see him.”
25
He said to them, “How foolish you are and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did
not the Christ have to suffer these things and to enter his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28
As they approached the village where they were going, he acted as if he were going to travel farther. 29But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, since it is almost evening, and the day is almost over.”
So he went in to stay with them. 30When he reclined at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed it,
broke it, and began giving it to them. 31Suddenly their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. Then he vanished
from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was speaking to us along
the road and while he was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33They got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem.
They found the Eleven and those who were with them assembled together. 34They were saying, “The Lord really has
been raised! He has appeared to Simon.” 35They themselves described what had happened along the road, and how
they recognized him when he broke the bread.
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY— #160—This Joyful Eastertide
SERMON (sermon text Acts 2:14a, 36-47)

“Brothers and Sisters, What Shall We Do?”

STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
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STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature.
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them
a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and
the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils
may threaten them.
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are
old and infirm.
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools upright
and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace,
security, and well-being.
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is
hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to
help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have,
our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BE SEATED

HYMN #494—Blest Be the Tie that Binds
STAND

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN #146—His Battle Ended There
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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News And Notes
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
WELCOME!
Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything
we can do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Pastor, the ushers, and all
members of our Bethany family stand ready to serve you. May the Lord bless your worship!
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and
our ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.
WELS OHIO PASTOR’S CONFERENCE MONDAY/TUESDAY IN MARIETTA, OHIO
Today, following catechism class, Pastor Kluender will be traveling to Marietta, Ohio, for the WELS Ohio Pastor’s
Conference. Please keep Pastor Kluender and the other pastors of the Ohio Conference in your prayers, that the
Lord would grant them safe travel to and from Marietta, and that the business of the conference would be productive and edifying. Thank you!
MEN’S BOOK AND BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP THIS SATURDAY, 5/6
This Saturday, May 6th, the men of Bethany are invited to have breakfast with each other and study God’s Word.
We will be leaving behind the series of lessons based on the life of Luther and start some studies of what God’s
Word has to say about the message, the ministry, and the messengers of a Christian congregation such as Bethany. This month, we’ll take a look at some materials based on the WELS School of Evangelism, Session 1. If you
are planning to be there, please let Pastor Kluender know if possible, and also if you are willing to bring anything
to eat. You are always welcome to just come! (Please do!)
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In last Sunday’s worship, 38 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
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May 1
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Conference in
Marietta, OH

Tue
2
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4
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5
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Sun

6
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7:00p Gospel of

Men’s Book &

9:00a Sunday

John Bible Study

Breakfast

School and Adult
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Bible Study

8:30-10:00 AM

10:30a Worship
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Conference

3

Thu

12:10a Catechism
Happy Birthday
BJ Slabe!

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Kluender; Greeter: Neumann Family; Ushers: Team B/F

