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OPENING HYMN — #99—Oh, Come, My Soul
STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD

Gloria in Excelsis

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray:
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for without your help we
are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 (NIV)
8
If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be surprised at such things;
for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher still. 9 The increase from the land is taken
by all; the king himself profits from the fields.
10
Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too
is meaningless. 11 As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owners except to feast their eyes on them? 12 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether they eat little or much, but as for the
rich, their abundance permits them no sleep.
13
I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 14or wealth lost through
some misfortune, so that when they have children there is nothing left for them to inherit. 15 Everyone comes naked
from their mother’s womb, and as everyone comes, so they depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can
carry in their hands. 16 This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they gain, since
they toil for the wind? 17 All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger.
18
This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot.
19
Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and
be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them
occupied with gladness of heart.
PSALM OF THE DAY

Refrain
Praise the LORD, O my soul.*
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,*
in mortal men, who cannot save.
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,*
the maker of heaven and earth.
Refrain
The LORD gives food to the hungry,*
the LORD sets prisoners free.
The LORD gives sight to the blind,*
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down.
The LORD watches over the outcast*
and sustains the fatherless and the widow.
The LORD remains faithful forever.*
He upholds the cause of the oppressed.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Psalm 146

SECOND LESSON
1 Timothy 6:6-16 (NIV)
6
7
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.
11
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gen12
tleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ
Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this command
without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time—
God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Alleluia. (Philippians 2:10, 11)

STAND

GOSPEL

Luke 16:19-31 (NIV)

19

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate
was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the
dogs came and licked his sores.
22
“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died
and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his
side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’
25
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus
received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over
from there to us.’
27
“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn
them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
29
“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’
30
“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’
31
“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
rises from the dead.’”
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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APOSTLES CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED
HYMN OF THE DAY — #235—Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him
SERMON (sermon text 1 Timothy 6:6-16)

“What Kind of Gain Are We Seeking?”

STAND

BE SEATED
OFFERING
STAND
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every morning. Each day
you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth.
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C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.
M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed
to troubled souls everywhere.
C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.
M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state and local governments.
C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward their workers, and
employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship.
C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.
M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, and communicate
in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of
your created order.
C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.
M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be good parents.
Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your representatives.
C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with the faith that you
will respond for our welfare.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. (BE SEATED)
HYMN — #477—What Is the World to Me
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take
them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN— #422—Jesus, Lead Us On
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News And Notes—Bethany Lutheran Church
WELCOME!
Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything we can
do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Pastor, the ushers, and all members of
our Bethany family stand ready to serve you. May the Lord bless your worship!
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and our
ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.
WELS SCHOOL OF OUTREACH OCT 15th IN STRONGSVILLE, OH — WE ARE GOING — PLEASE SIGN UP
Pastor Kluender has mailed in the registration form & payment for the WELS Evangelism School of Outreach to be
held in Strongsville, Ohio, October 15th. It is a two hour drive to Strongsville, and the program runs from 8:30 AM
(registration) until 2:45 PM, so we would want to leave Bethany by no later than 6:30 AM, and we would be back by
supper time. At this point, 5 people besides pastor have indicated an interest in going. Pastor would love for even
more to make the decision to go, and there is still time to decide to go. Please tell Pastor Kluender if you will join him
so we can figure out travel arrangements that make sense.

LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In Sunday’s worship, 42 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God and 26 people took communion.

THIS WEEK AT BETHANY:
Mon
26

Tue
27

Wed
28

Thu
29

Fri
30

Sat
Oct. 1

Sun
2
9:00a Sunday School

7:00p Bible Study

and Adult Bible
Study
Happy Birthday Brad
Slabe

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Stadler; Greeter: Schult; Ushers: Team A/F

10:30a Worship
12:10p Catechism

